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David Baker founded San Francisco-based David Baker +
Partners in 1982. With a focus on sustainable affordable
housing, the firm combines social concern with signature
design. It has received more than 150 local and national
architectural design awards. Baker recently received the
Hearthstone Builder Humanitarian Award, which honors the
housing industry’s 30 most influential and innovative people of the past 30 years. In
early 2009, he was inducted into the Wm. S. Marvin Hall of Fame for Design
Excellence and in 2008 was named Housing Hero by the San Francisco Housing
Action Committee. He is a board member of the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition
and San Francisco Planning + Urban Research Association, known as SPUR.

Peter Ingersoll
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Peter Ingersoll is chief executive of East Bay investment
advisory Safe Harbour Equity Inc. and a serial entrepreneur.
He has an economics degree from the University of
Pennsylvania Wharton School and several advanced degrees
from the School of Hard Knocks earned while working in the
construction, development, site acquisition, private banking &
trust, investment banking, securities and, most recently, the Northern California
commercial real estate industries.
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Responding to emergencies as a firefighter in a variety of
uncertain situations and diverse neighborhoods taught Rob
La Eace a lot about how people should be treated, not only
during a crisis, but also everyday. Today, these same skills are
an asset to those who work with this San Francisco native
in his career as a broker associate with Paragon Real Estate
Group. The tools he puts to work as a firefighter are what makes the difference to
the clients La Eace works with as an agent. While it may help that La Eace is the
type of guy with a warm smile and a friendly attitude, his professionalism,
organization and drive to succeed are what make him stand out in his career.
Working in his sixth year in the industry, La Eace is in touch with his clients’ needs
and with the city—putting a local’s perspective to work.
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John McNellis is a Palo Alto-based retail developer and
investor. Since its inception nearly 30 years ago, McNellis
Partners has developed more than 50 projects in Northern
California, primarily shopping centers ranging from 30,000
square feet to 200,000 square feet. McNellis serves on the
national board of trustees for the Urban Land Institute and is a
ULI governor. He is a member of the International Council of Shopping Centers and
serves on the Policy Advisory Board for the Fisher Center for Real Estate and Urban
Economics at the University of California, Berkeley. He also serves on the national
board of directors for Outward Bound USA and the board of Rebuilding Together
Peninsula, a volunteer partnership to rehabilitate homes and community facilities. He
is a former board member of Lambda Alpha International (Golden Gate Chapter), an
honorary society for the discussion of land-use and economics. On occasion, he
lectures for the ULI, the ICSC and Stanford University’s schools of business and law. n

